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MONTROSE (C.) ST, PAUL'S. t3i

MONTROSE (C.) 5T, PaUL'S
(COMMUNICATED. )

"The frst record of any piscopal service in Montrosi
i found in the local papers of DMarch zoth, 828, This,
as were most of the occasional services subsequent
thereto, was held in the old eourt hiouse,

The first Episcopal visitation was made by Bishop
Chderdonk, in 1820, when ], W. Raynsford, Esq., wifc
and daughter, and Jehn Street and wife, were confirmed.
Thess Ave persons constitute the beginning of 5t. Panl's
E!:]u rch. It is probable that Mr. REayvnsford was instru-
mental in procuring the first services, it being the tradi-
tion of the parish that he, accidentally becoming
possessed of a copy of the Book of Common Frayer,
was led by a study of its contents to the adoptien of the
emblem of the church, “Evangelical Truth and Apostolic
Order.’ He wasa man of strict integrity and disting-
nished for remarkable practical gifts, being active in all
the religious, educational, business, and social intcrests
of the community.

The corner-stone of the frst church edifice was laid
by Bishop Onderdonk, June 2d, 1832, and the building
consecrated October 27th, in the next vear. In 1856, the
corner-stone of the present substantial struacture was
laid, and the building consccrated by Bishop Potter,
July z7th, 1857. The first rectory, the house now occu-
pied by Dir. W. W. Smith, was built on land donated by
1. W. Raynsford, in 830, In 1874, the present fine rec-
tory was built on a spacious lot dorated by Mrs: Henry
Dirinker; and three years later the present Sunday-school
building and chapel on land adjoining the church, the
plan of which, by a New Yorlk architect, was given Lo
the parish by Mrs. Theodore Gilman, of the same city.
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In Mr. Warriner's rectorship of twenty-one years, one
hundred and sixtyv-onc have been added to the list of
communicants,

The first rector was Rev. Samuel Marks, whe wasap-
pointed resident missionary, in Montrose, in 1831, offi-
ciating also in New Millord and springville,. He was
distinguished for his zeal and persenal popularity. He
digd at Huron, Chio, at an advanced age, and while still
engaged in missionary work. OfF the subsequent rectors,
Eev, Messrs. Teck and leasants, there i5 no record.
Rev, George P. Hopkins is rector of St. Matthew's
Church, Pike, Pennsylvania. Rev. lohn Long, who
built the first rectory, working on it with his own hands,
resides in Reading; Rev. D, C, Byllesby resides at
Media; Rev. I3, B T'eet is a rector at Newport, Rhode
Island; Rev. Wm. F. Halsey, under whose rectorship
the church became sclf-supporting, died at Radnor,
Pennsylvania, (see Kadnor inthiz violume for an account
of him) where he had been rector for many years. Rev,
George H. Kirkland is rector at New Berlin, New York.

Great Bend, New Millord and Springville are treared
of in Peck's History of Susguchanna County. These
county histories are often wselul as containig facts from
first sources by those acquainted with the parishes.

I add a biographical sketch of Rev, E, A, Warriner,
abridged from the July number of the MNaraszize of
LPactryr, 18g0.

Me. Warriner was born in Agawam, Massachusetts,
in 18zg, of old Puritan stock, a farmer's boy, spending
his carly yvears between the ficlds in summer, and the
district school in winter.  Later he attended the classi-
cal school in Springhcld, living at home, and crossing
the river, often with preat difficulty and peril from float-
ing ice, vet never failing to be in his seat at the opening
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of school. He entered Yale College in 1850, but was
compelled by illness to abandeon his studies, but gradu-
ated from Union College in 1855, and in the next year
was admitted to the bar at Springfield, Massachusetts,
He taught an academy at 'Washington, Georgia, for a
time. A systematic study of the Bible so impressed him
that he determined to devote his life to the ministry.
Returning north, he taught the Brainerd Academy, at
Haddam, Connecticut, and subsequently the Yeates In-
stitute, at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In 1867, he was
ordained to the diaconate by Bishop Stevens, and the
next year to the priesthood. In the following autumn,
he became rector of St Paul's Chureh, Montroze, an
ideal country parish, located among the hills of Susque-
hanna county, Pennsylvania. Here, with the exception
of two years, in which he was rector of Christ Churceh,
(“01d Swedes™), at Bridgeport, Pennsylvania, he has
spent all the years of his ministry.,

He loves the surrounding forests and streams in which
he has found health and inspiration for his literary and
professional work,

With the exception of occazional poems written in his
earlier years, and published in current periodicals, his
first literary production was “Victor La Tourette.,” His
next venture was “Kear,” “a poem insix cantos.” It
was warmly received, and in some instances met with
enthusiastic commendation, as a “rcal and original
poem.”  In 1887, he published his work-—intended
chiefly for distribution among his personal friends—en-
titled, "I am That I am, The Philosophic Basis of the
Christian Faith. A Metrical Essay.”
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Eev. J. D. Herron, the present rector of this church,
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