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AN OLD-TIME OHURCH.

Some I"eints in its History and of the
Veteran Who Has Been its Rector
for Mauny Years.

One of the oldest Protestant Episcopal
eburchos in Northeastern Peousylvinia is
that of S, Mattbew's, in ke, Bradlord
County. The following sketeh is furvisbed
the Brcokp by Hev, 5. F. Hotehkiu ;

Willinm Bradford, atiorney geoeral ol the
United States, i3 commemorated in the nawe

Yol. 5.

In A. D, 1827, the report of Bishop White, in
the MThocesan Jorwwnal, at & meeling nt Harris-
burg, reads as [llows: *“Oo Septemwber 25
(1826) i met o T Tor Wilkes-DBarre and for the
beect woods, being accom panied by the Hev,
Jackson Kemper (alterward bisbhop ') *Ou
th 28:h 1 preached io the b wough of Wilkes-
Barr<, ns did Mr. Kemper oo the 27th, wuo
ou both of these oceasious performed diviue
Bervice, (u the pext day we eontereol the
beeeh wouwls, belug accompanied by the How,
Judyge Scott, who accommodated us by the
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INTERIOR OF ST. MATTHEW's CHURCH.

of Bradford County, and Judge Wilmot,
author of the Wilmot proviso, is buried pear
Towanda lo the same eounty

A bigher joterest arises from the fact that
the min-iopary, P'ost, who is buried in
Germantown, in A, D), 1760, preached to the
Iroquois Indiaps on Christ’s birth, here.
Zelsberger, the great Moravian missiouary,
and Jacob Behmick, dwelt with the nativea at
Friedenshiitten, (Huts of ’eace,) and the bail
called to prayer. There was daily service.

furnishing of his ¢.rriage and borsess ou this
teur, Oo the first eveniog we were At Spring-
ville, where Mr. Kemper read prayers and
preached. On the next day we reached the
farthest point of our destination, the peigh-
borhood of the ehureh  Iately built near Wya-
lusing ereck, where in the ¢venine Mr. Kem-
per read prayera and preached.” *Oun the
next day, being Sunday, the 1st of October, I

counsearated the chureh, 1 nlso preached,
coufllrmed and admitted to the communion in



Yol. 5.

it, Mr. Kemper assisting, [n the afternoon
the Rev. Enoch Huntington, wbho had joined
us from Wilkes-Barre, deliverad a discourse,
Mr. Kemper readiog prayers; who also
preached in the eveuiug, prayers beiug read

REYV, GEORGE I, HOPKINS,

by the Rev. Bamuel Marks, the wminister of
the plags." -

Tbe next day, in returning, the bishop
vieited New Milford, where there was a lay-
reader The Ii-v. Mr, Marks journeved with
the bishop and arsisted in servicea fur some
distance on the homeward rvad. They held
service in the eourt house at Montrose
Bisbop Ouderdouk was elected a-sistant
bishop st this conveution. DBishop Kemper
was active lu mission work when settled ar St,
Petor's, Puiladelpbia. To Juue, A, D, 1523,
Bishop White ecounsecrated 5. Stephen's,
Wilkes-Barto, and conflrmed, aml also or-
dained ey, Bamuel Sitgreaves u priest, This
year Rev, Samuel Marks was seut as u deacon
to Bradford and Su-guebanona gounties, He
was the first rector of Montrose, Lo 1825 tha
formation of a Bunday school at st, Matithews
is notel, Rev, Mr, Marks was o missionary
of the Advaneem-~nt Bociety, A ehurel build-
ing is mentioned iv 1815, In 1822 L-v, Man-
niog Ioche vwisitad the congregations in
Brudford and Busquehaona oounties, Rev,
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Mr. Bitgreaves followed in & like visitation,
His long report is bistorie. Bome of the ree-
tors ¢l Bt. Matthews oan be traced and are
given in the suce-eding list, Samuel
Marks (1823), BSamue«l Lord, Freeman
Liwe, Richard Bmith, Jobho King, li«v. Hale
Towpsnd ofMiciated oeeasiouslly in 1860,
Rev, Measra, Asa BB Colton, Dewitt C. Byl-
l#sby, Hopkins nud Heaton have besu reciors
bere, Hev Bepjamin J. Douglass, when ree-
tor of Christ Church, Towanda, took an in-
lerest ion 5t. Mattbew's and sometimes
officiated there, once with Bishop Aloozo Pot-
ter, The Rev. George P. Hopkins, present
rector of 85t. Matthew's, (1895) is a cousiu ol
Bishop J. H, Hopkivus, swnd studied under
him, sud was ordainsd by bim io Burlington,
Yermownt, Oct, 18, 1838. He was loug rector
ol 8, Paul's, Troy, Pa,, where he worked
succesafully, aud a beau'iful uew echureh has
been built sinee his remowval, While at Troy
he held an alternoon serviee at Buarlington.
Mr. Hopkins has done a great work in North -
ern Penpsylvanin and is yet workiog. His
marringes Aol fupnerals nud visitarions of the
sick and dyiog bhave bLeen performed by
iraversing loug Jdistanees 1n the dicocese of
Central Pennsylvania. He is the son of John
nnd Catberine Hopkios of i*hiladeiphin, His
pobie work in founding St. Paul’s, Doyles-
town, P, is poted in my “Country Clergy of
Penusylvaria,” pages 112 and 113,

In connection with this work, be inaugu-
rated services at Coestout Hill and J vpkio-
town., He bad previcusly a mission at
Lawrenceville awd Tioga. A echureb st
Athens, Bradford Couuty, IPa., was built dur-
ing lis ineumbeuvey. Bishops Onderdouk,
Bowman, Stevens, Howe, Whitebhead and
Rulison have wisited 8, Matthew's, whiah
lies in the diccese of Ceutral Pennsylvania,
In 1891 Bishop Lulison eonfirmed nine peor-
sous here, Io 1861 and 1862 the wark of
God was high'y prospered in tbe in-gathar-
ings to the fold of Chrise, the preseut reator
beiug theo ju charge of the pari-b, Bt
Mutthews was formerly styled “The Chureh
Near the Creek,” that is the Wynlusing., The
bullding ouee caught fire aod was suved with
difieulty, By the exertions of lev, Mr Hop-
kius, 1he ipterior, iveoluding echancol
aod paws, was renewed, This as well ua the
recent renewal was indeed & work of faith in
rod, who moves hearts and hauds i His
bleseed work. Oo Tuesday, April 11, 1804,
the old church was reopened after late im-
provements, There were present the rector,
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Rav. Dr. D. Webstor Coxe, archdeacon of the
Heranton Archdeasonry; Hev, Dr. Henry Lo
Jones, rector of Bi, Ble] hen's, Wilkes- Barre,
and Hev. Charles L Sloight, recior of 8t
Clemwont's, Wilkes-Harre., TLe sermon was
proached by llev. Dr, Jouea. A violent snow
storm prevonted the allendapes ol other
elargy. Threes servieos were Loll op Tovrs-
day. The Lord's help ln restorioe this ehureh
mmidst sircumatapcos mist discouragion s
grate’ully ackpow! -dged by the laitblul rector
who bas sided my notea,

The ivterior of 3t Malibew's is quaiat,
but 1he extensios of 1he chanoel has given it
s pew beauty. The woodwork and old-fash-
inned gmllories aro done In ash, and the walls
ip torra ¢otla, The celliag and chanoel wall
are o delicats blus and sllver, Tos ebancal
furoiture frem Gelnsloar, N, Y., Inantique o=k
Tobe windows ars exeosdingly heautiful addi-
tions 0 aesnptry church., They resemblo
mosaies of precious stoues, The memorial
windows of Harriet C Burrows (with its
barp awd lorget-me-oot-), and Louls L. Bos-
worth aod his wif -, Sarab A. Bosworih, (Wi h
ita eross eneompasssd by violels) and the
aogel's lare lnoking upward oo th- w.adow
of Helen 8. J. Wella, nod the foundér's win-
dow |(with erosa npd crows] oo the chanesl
wall, are braulifol & loruoments of thechurch,
A plale sliver ¢rosa on the wall uoder this
wiodow bas oo the Udvary base Luls luserip-
tion: *In Memoriam Citterine Davenpoit
Hopkios, moth-r of Rev. George Payne
Hopkigs, HRev, 8:4 " It was placed bore by
her grandehildren. These silent momorinls
::Ip In mind the spiritual Hyes of departed

ole

An Almost Fergolten Spring Fresher,

As boariog oo the [hvveamb r freabasts the
HecorD lewros of & flood 87 years ago vhich
was even bigher thau the present one. The
fact in mentioned o a letler written May 1,
1807, by James Hanton 1o bis friead, Biruben
Butler. He says Lthe water came up Market
sireet apd was aroaod the bhorse block im
froot of 1be Biptow sore, which stood on the
eorper of Market and Frauklin, whors s now
the Wyoming Baok, He foriber says bad it
not been checked by w eold day und vight be
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

A Letter that
Brant Did Not Connnand

Showing

The Indians al Wyoming--Judge

Woodward Elecied President—

Acerssions to the Library and

Cabiuet,

The appoal mestiog of the Wyoming His-
torieal apd Geclogieral Buciety was beld Feb,
23, 18985, Hev. I'r. Henry L. Jones, one of the
vioe presidenis, lo the chair. The meeling
wus largely allended, many lsdioa belog
preseut, lo ealling the mesilog to order the
clinlrian feclingly relorred 1o the receut
deathh of the sowiely's preaident, SBbeldon
Hoyuolls E.q. (Page 151.)

A commities comprising A. F. Derr, J. D,
Coons and J, M. Crane recommended 1he
lvdoniog as offirers for theo rosulug yenr, and
they wore eheoted:  Hoo, Stapley Woolward,
proaident; vice presidenis, Hev. Lr. Heory
L. Jones, Hun Eekloy B. Coxe, Capl. Calvin
Parsous aud Col, G Murray Heyoolds; trus-
toor, Edward Wellea, H. H Hesrvey, Hom, ¢,
A. Miger, 8. L. rown and Hichiwrd Sbarpe,
Jr ; treasurer, A H. MeClinlock; record-

IBg  secrelary, Siduey It Miver;
eorres pooding arorelary, Hov, H,
E. Haydvn ; librarian, H-n, J.

Hidgway Wilght; assistant librarino, H. R,
Deltrick ; cursturs—mio=ralogy, Leviag A.
Btearus; pulecntology, I D, Lavos; arobe-
olegr, J. Ridgway Wrighit : sumismasties, Hev,
H. E Haydeno; bistoriograpber, Ueorge B.
Kulp: meteorvlosiai, Hev, Dr. F, B, Hadge.
The only chapge from last year was the
promotion of Judge Woodwand from a vice
presidency 10 the presidenoy, the election of
Col. G M K yuolds & vice prealdenr, and ths
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