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276 Church Street, Montrose, PA 18801
Office 570-278-2954, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9am-2pm
Click on link to email St. Paul’s: stpaulsmontrose@epix.net
Click on link to go to our Website: http://stpaulschurchmontrose.org
Click on link to go to our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmontrose

Embracing all in Christ through our love and service.

Pastoral Emergency or Non-Emergency Contact:
You can call the parish office during office hours. After hours, call The Rev. Susan Treanor at 845-800-0107.

Our Vestry Members

John Warriner, Sr. Warden Lynne Graham, Jr. Warden
John Finlon, Treasurer Wanda Peirce, Clerk
Vera Dunn Dan Graham
Sandy Seeger

Donations You can mail your tithes & pledges to the church office at 276 Church St., Montrose, PA 18801

Church Closures
Please turn your radio dial to WPEL 96.5 FM. We will announce any closure of our church service on that station.
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View Trom the middile aisle:

We have just finished our stewardship campaign, survived both
Christmas in Montrose and Bishop Kevin's visitation, we are
heading into Christmas and we will have our annual meeting in
January.

Part of the tasks of the annual meeting is to elect our leadership
team: the vestry. | am going to propose adding two positions to
the Vestry so we will have 9 instead of 7 members. This proposal
has to be approved by our meeting. We may have two members
coming off the vestry and if my additions are approved we may
be spreading our input from the parish to four new voices.

| have been encouraging you to be open to where and how God is
calling you. This is a perfect time to question if your gift includes
helping to guide our parish into its future. Please think about this
prayerfully. As always, | am available to talk.

In Christ,

Susan



View fTrom the pews:

Christmas Memories

The greeting cards have all been sent.
The Christmas rush is through.

But I still have one wish to make.

A special one for you....

It's funny how an old song, when you hear it, can take you back somewhere you haven't been
in a long time. To another place in another lifetime. It's December again, and we are in the
Christmas countdown. There are stations already playing only Christmas songs. I'm getting a
little long in the tooth, and | have seen a lot of Decembers. They seem to come quicker now
but there’s still something about Christmas that's special. It's about traditions and family and
home. It's about those Christmas songs on the radio.

While growing up, Christmas was a tree, putting up outside lights, the Lionel train, mid-night
church service, presents, Grandma'’s house on Christmas day, cousins, aunts and uncles.
Really though, it was mostly about anticipation -- the countdown -- the excitement that was
building up. I left home at 17, but always found myself back home on Christmas Eve. | spent
Christmases when young with my parents, with Lynne when we first got married, then with
our kids, and now with our grandchildren. | have been at home and with family for all of them.
Except one.

On Christmas Eve of 1971, | found myself on a cold, snowy night on the DMZ in Korea, in a
quonset hut with a bunch of other guys in Army green. The hut was lighted with bare 100-watt
bulbs and heated by an inefficient process that dripped oil into a barrel in the middle of the
hut from a jerry can that made a fire. We were sitting on our bunks and footlockers, drinking
beer, and trying to stay warm. We were listening to Christmas music over the Armed Forces
Radio out of Japan and talking quietly. It was the first Christmas away from home for all of us,
and we were all feeling sorry for ourselves. The play list that evening as the night went on
went from happy Christmas songs to traditional Christmas carols. Somewhere toward
midnight, the newly released Carpenter’'s Merry Christmas Darling was played. | can hear it
still. I can see it still.

Written as sort of a long-distance love letter, Karen Carpenter’s tender and melancholic
vocals evoked all the quiet loneliness and longing for home we felt. We were young, away
from home for the first time, and all homesick, and that song, with that voice, and its minimal
instrumentation quieted everyone. The talking stopped. | remember looking around, and
everyone was listening, deep in his own thoughts. We all wanted to be back at home. It was
honestly the only time in my life | felt homesick.



| remember talking to my father about it. He understood. He had left a young wife and a 1-
month old child in September of 1943 during World War II. In my day, if you had a tour in
Vietnam or Korea, you knew the day that you were coming home. Those guys were in until it
was over. While we just had girlfriends, siblings and parents , many like Dad were married with
wives and children. He said the first Christmas away wasn’t as bad as the second. (He would
miss three, he didn’'t get home until January 1946). It was partly because of a song. He said in
December 1944, Bing Crosby released I'll Be Home for Christmas for soldiers overseas. Armed
Forces Radio played it, and Dad said he saw hardened soldiers cry. He said even when he
heard it years later, he remembered the loneliness of being away from his family. The song
brought back memories.

So, 54 years later, back to another time and place, it's December again. If | hear Karen singing
Merry Christmas Darling this year, I'll probably briefly be back on Christmas Eve in that cold,
drab hut drinking beer, wishing | was home. But I'm blessed, | am home, and I'm waiting for a
Christmas with my family and church friends with anticipation. | hope you are too. Merry
Christmas.

The lights on my tree,

| wish you could see, | wish it every day...
But | ‘ve just one wish on this Christmas Eve
| wish | were with you,

| wish | were with you.

-Dan Graham

We Did it Again
Sincere thanks to the many parishioners who cooked, baked, made raffle baskets,
set up and cleaned up. Successful events happen only when we pool our resources
of time, talent, and treasure. Behind the scenes we had article writers, logistical
coordinators, tour guide leaders, and committee members who work for months on
Christmas in Montrose. Our Country Store on Saturday is known for a place to get a
good, hot lunch and to warm up by the fireplace and browse the vendor tables.
Montrose would not be a “Hallmark Town” without the participation of all the
churches and stores who open their buildings with warmth and friendship.
Please know that when you are exhausted on the Monday after our big weekend,
you have helped make St. Paul’'s and Montrose a place where we are all proud to
live.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!
Lynne
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The Third Sunday of Advent M

Readings for this Week: This Week’s Ministers:

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 Preacher: The Rev. Susan Treanor

Response: Psalm 146: 4-9 Altar Guild: Sandy Seeger

The Epistle: James 5:7-10 Announcements: John Warriner

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 Lector: John Warriner
Hospitality: Trip to Church Farm

This week's Hymns: School

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Altar Flowers this week are

Prepare the way, O Zion given by:

Rejoice! rejoice, believers The Kiefers & The Finlons

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry in memory of Vida B. Finlon

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

This week's Gospel according to: Matthew

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft
robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

In person worship or you can watch live streamed on YouTube. Go to St. Paul's website http://stpaulschurchmontrose.org
and click this red buttonn on the front page, which takes you to our YouTube page.



Happenings and /nnouncements

Announcements

1.There are flower envelopes in the back of the church. Get your orders in for
Christmas Flowers as soon as possible. They are $20.

2.We had the privilege and opportunity to welcome Bishop Kevin Nichols to our
parish this past Sunday. He gave a wonderful homily and following the service
during coffee hour, he fielded questions and comments from parishioners.

3.The Country Store on Saturday was a great success. We brought in about
$1,800, before a couple hundred for expenses. Great job to all who
volunteered for this event. Thank you very much!

4.Help to our church and to the community comes in various forms. Some
decide to pledge their commitments over the year financially or through their
time and talents. Some donate their time, talent, and treasure on their own.
Regardless of how you do it, we thank you all.

5.We handed out around 100 soups on soup night this past Wednesday. Thank
you to all who volunteered for this monthly event.

6.1,100 coats for the community were given out this year so far and we still have
a drive at the church this month. What a great ministry.

7.Don't forget the Advent study series this week. Wednesday at 5:00 and
Thursday at 1:00.

8.Sleeping bags were on this Wednesday at 10:00. | will showed and half
demonstrated the escape window (I didn't feel like crawling out into the snow
covered ground).

Happy Advent,
John Warriner

For those who are ill or have requested our prayers:

Naomi Bennett, Rita Leigh, Nancy Finlon, Carol Marker, Richard Marker, Carol Lasher, Elaine Petrzala,
® Tom Undercoffler, Janice Gavern, Wanda Peirce, Ellen Ely, John Reynolds, Vera Dunn

The names requested for prayers will stay in the update for 2 weeks unless requested otherwise

v This Months Anniversaries:

Father John & Nancy Wagner:
December 20, 1969

This Months Birthdays:
A Dan Graham 12/4, Rev Susan 12/5, MaryAnn
Harrington 12/6, Vera Dunn 12/13, Sean Harrington

12/11, John Warriner 12/31

If you have a birthday or anniversary that is not listed and you would like to add it, please let Kate know!

Our thanksgivings:

We give thanks for those who celebrate their birthdays this week. O God, our times are in your hand: look with favor, we
pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives. Amen.

We give thanks for those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week. Grant o God, in your compassion, that those
celebrating wedding anniversaries this week may live out the covenant they have made. May they grow in forgiveness,
loyalty and love, and come at last to the eternal joys, which you have promised through Jesus Christ our Lord; and may
the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with them this day and forever. Amen.
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\0 Second Sunday of Advent, December 7th, 2025 J
O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel }
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

The Second Sunday of Advent, December 7,10:00 Holy Eucharist Service was led by the Rt.
Rev. Kevin D. Nichols, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of the Susquehanna. John Warriner
read announcements and also read the lessons. As you know, our live-streamed services can

be watched live or any time on YouTube. Just go to our webpage and hit the red button.

Visit
The Rt. Rev. Kevin D.
Nichols, Assistant
Bishop of the Diocese
of the Susquehanna (as
of January 1, 2026),
visited St. Paul's on
Sunday, December 7th.
He led the service and
provided the Eucharist
and met with the
congregation for an
extended coffee hour.




Christmas Store
Well, it's over. On Saturday, the 6th, our town celebrated Christmas in Montrose. We of

course, do our Christmas Store. We served a Christmas lunch with a menu of hot dogs, chili,

turkey soup, and walking tacos. We had kangaroos in the parish hall and goats and sheep in
the Memorial Garden. Thanks to everyone who participated and helped. What a day!
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The Wreaths are Up
You know that it's Advent
when St. Paul’s puts their
wreaths on our front door.
Last year we hung up Advent
blue. Here Lynne and John
are putting them up in time
for Christmas in Montrose.

Montrose is getting

ready for Christmas
Yup, the lights are up and
the decorations are
starting to appear in the
yards. Montrose is getting
ready for Christmas. Take a
look around when you are
driving. It's fun to see how
your neighbors are
decorating for the
holidays.

Ring That Bell
Have a photo of Lynne ringing the bell at Price
Chopper this week. She said it was a little cold,
but worth it because people are so generous.

The Christmas in Montrose weekend ended with
the Choral Concert as a finale. This year a
children’s choir joined the adults, and they all did
a spectacular job. The concert was directed by
Tom Welsh and ended with the Hallelujah Chorus
by Handel. The pews were packed with audience
as this is one of the highlights of the weekend.




Christmas Altar Flowers
Don't forget to donate for altar flowers for
Christmas. Poinsettias this year are $20.00 and
flower envelopes are in the back of the church.
Thanks to the Altar Guild who does such a
beautiful job of arranging them!

MID-DECEMBER IN SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY
“God gave us memory so that we might have roses in December.” It's been
cold and snowy. We got some snow last week and it has been too cold to
melt. We still have 2-3 inches on the ground. Here is a good photo of a
winter sunrise heading down 29 to Tunkhannock about 7:15. Beautiful. This
eagle, while he’s was looking for something to eat, let me take his
photograph. Montrose Lake is starting to get frozen. The dogs love the
snow. It's less than two weeks until the Winter solstice on December 21st
arrives. There was a super moon earlier in the week, and with the snow to
reflect it, you could see perfectly. It's late fall here in Susquehanna County.




